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ACC-Who Are We?

American Chemistry Council (ACC)
Established in 1872
Represent 133 leading companies engaged in the 
business of chemistry
Currently represents 85% of the basic chemical 
production capacity in the US
An additional 70 partner companies provide 
services to ACC members and subscribe to the 
Responsible Care® ethic.
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Mission Statement

The American Chemistry Council will deliver 
business value to its members through:

Exceptional advocacy based on enhanced member 
performance, high quality scientific research, creative 
communications, effective participation in the political 
process; and, 
A commitment to sustainable development through 
member contributions to economic, environmental and 
societal progress.
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ACC’s Perspective

ACC supports development of biomonitoring 
information and its appropriate use in Risk 
Assessment 
Definitive answers to potential health risks 
associated with biomonitoring are many 
years away.
In the meantime, how can we best contribute 
to improving the utility of this information?
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Why Should Industry Care About 
This Issue?

Some of the chemicals detected are 
industry’s products;
Biomonitoring is new information (for most 
chemicals); and it’s personal
Potential for legislation, regulations and 
litigation based on fear, not science; 
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Pressures & Concerns:  
Uncertainties in Potential Health Risks

Can’t interpret risk from biomonitoring data 
alone, with few exceptions
Exposure trend information for most 
chemicals not yet available
Exposure levels may vary among different 
groups, but correlation to health risks 
unknown
Release of health status of individuals may 
be linked to their biomonitoring data
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Pressures & Concerns:
Economic Considerations

Business decision-making
Product stewardship
Pressures on customer to de-select chemicals

Legal Issues



8

Pressures & Concerns:
Other Considerations

Some charge that the presence of synthetic 
chemicals in our bodies represents a trespass
Pressure to expand the scope of our 
responsibility to “know our products”
Need to expand communication to help the 
public understand the meaning of biomonitoring 
data to them
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Pressures & Concerns:
Proposals for Policy Changes

More testing of chemicals
Chemical bans/phase-outs
Tighter regulation of chemicals
Public outrage leading to media attention and 
calls for legislation
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ACC Strategic Objectives on 
Biomonitoring Information

Be a credible source of information on 
chemical exposure
Promote scientific & public understanding of 
strengths & limitations of biomonitoring 
information
Advocate communication of data in context of 
strengths & limitations
Catalyze industry thinking on responsible 
actions
Stimulate the research community
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The Conundrum of Biomonitoring
Exposure assessment is a tough part of risk 
assessment
Biomonitoring provides information about 
cumulative multiple exposures to 
environmental chemicals ….
… it doesn’t tell about sources of exposure, 
magnitude or duration of exposure
…. what does it mean in terms of health risk 
assessment?
What are the research priorities?
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Biomonitoring Research Agenda

Establish linkages between biomonitoring 
data, external exposure and internal dose
Improve computational methods to relate 
measured concentrations to exposure and 
dose for risk assessment
Improve toxicology methods to enhance 
interpretation of human biomonitoring data
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Questions

Some people are upset when they learn 
about the presence of industrial chemicals in 
their bodies. What role does this play in 
shaping industry’s position on biomonitoring? 
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Questions

When health risk of a chemical exposure is 
uncertain or not known but biomonitoring 
data indicate an increasing trend, should this 
translate into action or policy? If so, what 
might this be?
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Questions

RESPONSIBLE SURVEILLANCE PROGRAMS
Members of the lay panel have expressed 
concern about the influence of special 
interests in controlling biomonitoring efforts 
(i.e., what chemicals are tested, who is 
tested, where testing is done). Who should 
participate in the oversight of biomonitoring 
surveillance programs, and what credentials 
or experience should they have? 
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Questions

CORPORATE/GOVERNMENT 
RESPONSIBILITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY
What role should biomonitoring results play in 
creating accountability for chemical pollution 
(e.g., assigning responsibility for clean-up 
where there is exposure)?
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Questions

Why did the ACC and industry groups 
oppose the earlier versions of the California 
bill?  
Could you explain why the ACC did not want 
the California legislation to include the 
biomonitoring geographic areas or “hot spots”
where there may be higher exposures? 


	Interpretation of Human Biomonitoring Data – ACC’s Perspective
	ACC-Who Are We?
	Mission Statement
	ACC’s Perspective
	Why Should Industry Care About This Issue?
	Pressures & Concerns:  �Uncertainties in Potential Health Risks
	Pressures & Concerns:�Economic Considerations
	Pressures & Concerns:�Other Considerations
	Pressures & Concerns:�Proposals for Policy Changes
	ACC Strategic Objectives on Biomonitoring Information
	The Conundrum of Biomonitoring
	Biomonitoring Research Agenda
	Questions
	Questions
	Questions
	Questions
	Questions

